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WONDERLAN

944 takes a trip through a sonic rabbit hole and
discovers the magic of Detroit’s indie music scene

by Rebececa Stevens

photography by Michelle Matiyow for LM Studios



Silverghost

hen Marcie Balen and Deleana Aceveds

met at a Fourth of July party, the exploding

hrewsrzs weren't the only sparks Eving. &

shared interest in music hrought the duc
together and sparked the founding of Silverghost, their
fururistic space-rock band.

Eolen grew up listening to her {ather’s record collection
and zo-founded the Baby Killers, whizh eveniually became
the Von Bondies, and Acevecostarted playing guitar when he
was 12, but soon transitioned to the electronic instruments he
uses today, Their musical pasis shaped and influenced their
sound, and now the band iz poised to releasge their first LF,

The Year We Make Contact, and three 7" records this summer,

“Every song that iz on our new album captures oursound.”
savs Bolen, who describes Silverghost as “Stocges-type guitar
sounds with Gary Numan/Tuheway Army synthesizers.”

Aceveco adds, “We are inspired by our emotions, The
subiect matter in our lyrics is heavy with conflicting issues
that we hoth channel from real life e Kperignces, Alse, the
psvchological connection betwesn technaologyand humans
iz a theme that recurs throughout our newer songs.”

atch Silverghest's unigue sound this summerwhen they
tour with The Murder City Devils.

myspace.com/silverghostmusic




The Silent Years

osh Epstein, Cassandra Verras, Byan Clancy and
Mizhaesl Majewski had all been plaving music in
Detrei: for vears before they came together as a

kand, Now collectively known as The Silent Years,
the group has released an EF and two albums.

“It's hard to describe [our sound] without sounding
eratistizal,” Epstein, lead voecalist and the band's founder,
save, "I would lile to think it has the good atiributes of pop,
but witheout the cheesy connotstions — [ hope.”

The banc has nothing to worry about, Their songs —

Z:l-i‘:]].‘.f]irlg standeuts lile 'rEapri.{ﬂ-.’]." "On Our Way Home"”

(“It was kind of a starting point for us,” Majewseki says),
"Farest Fire" ("[t's & pretty gooad interpretation of what the
band is like,"” Clancy says) and “Madame Shocking” (*It's
whimsical and plavs on different things from the history of
pop music,” Epstein says) — are infectious.

And with a new album on the horizon, there will be
meore music te love from The Silent Years in the near future,
Epstein zavs, “I'm proud of the fact that we've been able to
zeep being a band and keep having things get better — keep
maling music that sounds better, that we're happier with.”

thesilentyears.com
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Zoos of Berlin

Whe:l Zoosof B&;an—‘Ii{;zﬁij.Eaueraniel bring %ﬁ?ﬁiﬁhed zongs to practice where
I. Clark, Collin Buplis and Will Yates  we'll Enrﬁ?&&gh @it as aband.” Yates says “[Now
— recorded their HI £t EIJ'H-.MTZ Taxis: ""e:.r had s  that] we E-l?:"i'-"e' the luxury of recarding whenever
distinctly DLLY. a]::':urzugn:h “TWe built a .;tem'“-cnralrj wWe want, ;P;:-"E been using the recording process
recording studio frem S"IE.';':J:I. self recmnied am,, ;t&e‘l* as g.ls.:u'lgun ing teol — someone writes
mizedthe album, andthen sg releasedn H:'E?E e a p“g‘ff we regord it on the spot, and then we
kevhoardist Will Yates.® - * _.r'. jlhf;ni—ndw ite andther part and build the songs
That work ethie hat madetlic band Em 111:31'1'5" ﬂ;&t YP&:H'

success story. They nowhave aperrnanﬂ-'rst Fea the songs they're cralting strike the
space in Detroit w there th hev're currentd ].F-.-nr{mg -J{L‘-EI{E'&’[ balance between Bop and art, Yates
on theirsecond album, and it's had an *nterestn{fg-n says. “Hawing interesting textures and parts
effect on the songwriting process, “Tradit 1_:::-,.;.:*]:3? “4E important to us, but so is writing enjoyakle
Trevor and Daniel will startsongs :DgEFhEﬂ". * pOR music.”

writing chord progressions and melodies, then « = * : zoosofberlin.com
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The Hard Lessons

“ irst and foremost, we are a
rack 'n’ roll band,” savs Augis
Wisoechi, guitarist and voecalist
for The Hard Legzons. “But we're

not afraid 1o trv anything, We've experimented
with shades of pop, country, punk — whatever
inspires us at the time or whatever we g2l the
zong calls for”

That spirit of experimentation has bean part

of The Hard Legsons’ story since Visocchi and
zeyhoardist/vocalist (and now his wile) Kerin
Louize started the band six vears agoe in a tiny
]"-'Iini'!::'.it__..'an Ctate L'niw:rsir.g; darm rocm.

“It had a drum kit, bass rig, quitar amp, 4-track
recorder and a couch,” Visocchi says. “We didn't
really have g long term plan.”

Dezpite their beginnings, Visocchi says the
kand, which now includes drummer RyanV, has

accomplizhed more than theveverdreamed. They
plaved one of the last shows at the original CBGE,
openad for the Stooges, played Cobo Hall, toured
Europe and releaged three LPs — including thair
latest, Arms Forest — and three 455,

"As people who appreciate music history,”
Visocchi savs, “it is rewarding to have brushes
with it, if not to create a little bit of cur cwn.”

thehardlessons.com
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Prussia

rothers Drew and Ryan Spencer met Andrew Remdenalk and

Brentcn Bober in high schoel Sowhen they decided to form a

}'t-arlnf'-‘., { e group fin I;‘Jt”:i.'fl}u‘:r r|.‘-:L1Jrf-1]'.}-' from the tf':-E":l:_qi:l:l'.'r'.;_;. A

tew moenths ago, bassist/percussionist Adam Presslev, lormerly of the

band Otis, joined the group, and now Prussia is putting the Anishing

touches on their next album, Poor English, set to drop later this vear.

"Our whaole new album, I'd say, is quite the accomplishment,” bazsist

Andrew Remdenok savs. “As faras us plaving our instruments, I think
we've all become more technical with them.”

Fora band that grew up together, jamming their way through high
achool, growth and innovation are the cornerstone of thelr "paychadelic
Matown” sound. Remdenalk SRYVE, “INhatever we're '.iF:TEEnirlc_g ta at the
time is kinda what — | mean, not that we steal from it, but each one
of the guys in the band has a different phase of listening to music.
Somehody will be listening te dub, somebody will be listening to
country, somehody will be liztening to hip hop, and then it all comes
I-;}gr.'[hf:.'.”

myspece.com/prussiamusic



Audra Kubat

il P icture vourself cnanold Detroi porch with wooden

hoards and a rickety rocking chair,” savs ethereal

folk chanteuse Audra Kubat. “Young and old sit on the

steps and in the vard, and togetherwe find the will to live

in this broken land, and our hearts can think of nothing

to calm us but the sound of music mixing with our tears.
Thiz is how my music sounds.”

Kubat, a self-taught musician who began composing

on the piano at B years old, weaves an evocative senge

of narrative through her musie, which is inspired by

Datroit, “This city holds a tragic beauty that iz difheult

to define,” Kubat sayvs. “The struggle between surviving
and suffocating here creates an amaszing balance that
then pushes one to create its parallel through are”
Kuhbat, who has also scored severzl [ilms and is
currentiy pursuing an English degree at Wayne Siate
University {"Any experience I can have with language
helps me,” the songwriter says), is crisscrossing the
Midwezt this summer on a campground tour before
returning home to record her new album, tentatively

called Encommon Phenomena.

myspace.com/audrakubat
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